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one sheaf without the gate of the said Lord Buccleuch unburnt,'
always hoping that Buccleuch himself would appear, and be drawn
into the ambush, At break of day the incursionists retired with
prisoners and plunder to their own borders. Though Buccleuch had
kept quiet before superior strength, he did not wait long before
retaliating. Along with other Border chiefs, he assembled a force
of 3000 riders, penetrated into Northumberland, laid waste the
country as far as the banks of Bramish, and returned loaded with
booty.	»
1. 58. How Lord "Walter fell. Scott has a long note on this
passage, explaining the origin of the feud between the Scotts and
the Kerrs. If the Lay had been constructed as a complete epic,
the history of this feud would have been included in it. The subject
of the Lay is an imaginary episode in this long-standing enmity.
The note is as follows :—
'Sir Walter Scott of Buccleuch succeeded to his grandfather, Sir
David, in 1492. He was a brave and powerful baron, and Warden
of the West Marches of Scotland. His death was the consequence
of a feud betwixt the Scotts and Kerrs, the history of which is neces-
sary, to explain repeated allusions in the romance.
' In the year 1526, in the words of Pitscottie, '* The Earl of Angus,
and the rest of the Douglasses, ruled all which they liked, and no
man durst say the contrary; wherefore the King (James V, then a
minor) was heavily displeased, and would fain have been out of their
hands, if he might by any way: And to that effect wrote a quiet
and secret letter with his own hand, and sent it to the Laird of
Buccleuch, beseeching him that he would come with his kin and
friends, and all the force that might be, and meet him at Melross,
at his home passing, and there to take him out of the Douglasses
hands, and to put him to liberty, to use himself among the lave
(rest) of his lords, as he thinks expedient.
* " This letter was quietly directed, and sent by one of the King's
.own secret servants, which was received very thankfully by the Laird
of Buccleuch, who was very glad thereof, to be put to such charges
and familiarity with his prince, and did great diligence to perform
the King's writing, and to bring the matter to pass as the King de-
sired: And to that effect, convened all his kin and friends, and all
that would do for him, to ride'with him to Melross, when he knew
of the King's homecoming. And so he brought with him six
hundred spears, of Liddesdale, and Annandale, and countrymen,
and clans thereabout, and held themselves quiet while that the King

